ASSOCIATE SUPERINTENDENT APPROVAL

STATE BOARD MEETING DATE September 24, 2012

SUBJECT: _Adoption of the National Evaluation Systems (NES) Subject Knowledge Exams

SUBMITTED BY: Todd Petersen, Deputy Associate Superintendent, Educator Excellence Section

MANAGEMENT TEAM REVIEW: September 6, 2012

' BACKGROUND INFORMATION:
As required by ARS§15-533(A), teachers must pass proficiency examinations to qualify for certification. The AEPA (Arizona Educator
Proficiency Assessment) exams need to be aligned to reflect the newly adopted Arizona Standards.

Rather than revising several exams, we recommend using National Evaluation Systemns (NES)Subject Knowledge Exams. These
exams, which are developed by our testing vendor, are aligned to the naional InTASC and Common Core standards; therefore, they
also align to Arizona’s Professional Teaching and K-12 standards. Additionally, these are the advantages to using the National
Evaluation Systems (NES) Subject Knowledge Exams:
* Computer --Based Test Sites. This allows applicants to have year-round testing dates by appointment at Pearson VUE Test
Centers. Currently there are 13 of these centers in Arizona with additional sites forthcoming, seven centers in our border
states, over 200 nationwide, plus selected sites worldwide.

e Fees: Computer-Based Subject tests are offered at $95 per test compared to the current paper based test at $115 per test.

» Practice Tests: The NES Practice Tests provide full-length on-line practice tests; comprehensive feedback on the test-taker
performance; interactive diagnostic score reporting; and sample test questions with rationales.

*  Electronic Score Reports: The applicant will be able to access, download and print the score report at no charge. Score
reports will be securely posted for 45 days.

* Pearson VUE Test Centers: Applicants can take a virtual tour of the Pearson VUE testing center to get a sense of the
environment in which the test will be taken.

» Results Analyzer: Higher education will have direct access to candidate test result data.
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Features

® (National Evaluation Seriese)

Reglstratlon fee

Number of mult:ple ch0|ce items

Test fee * Elementary Education: $50 for one subtest, $95
for both subtests
* Essential Academic Skills (Reading, Writing,
Mathematics): $50 for one subtest, $75 for two
subtests, $100 for three subtests
* All other tests: $95
CBT fee N/A
N/A

12 Arizona CBT Sites: Arizona Western College
(Yuma), Cochise Coilege (Sierra Vista), Coconino
Community College (Flagstaff), Mohave
Community College (Bullhead City, Kingman, and
Lake Havasu City), Northemn Arizona University
(Flagstaff), Pearson Professicnal Centers
{Chandler, Phoenix, and Tugson), University of
Arizona — South (Sierra Vista), Yavapal College
(Prescott)

Over 220 sites nationwide, plus selected sites
worldwide and at U.3. military bases (for eligible
military perscnnel

Elementary Education: 75 per subtest
Essential Academic Skills (Reading and
Mathematics): 45 per subtest

Essential Academic Skills (Writing): 36
World Language Tests: 100

All other tests; 150

Number of performance assignments

Essential Academic Skills (Writing): 1 written
assignment

World Language Tests: 2 (1 writing assignment,
1 speaking assignment)

All other tests: none

Copyright © 2012 Pearson Education, Ine. or its affiliate(s). Al rights reserved.
Evaluation Systerns, Pearson, P.O. Box 228, Amherst, MA 01004

NES, the NES loge, and National BEvaiuation Serles are frademarks, in the U.S. and/or other countries,
of Pearson Education, inc. or its affiiate(s).



..... need © (National Evaluation Seriese)

Testing time s Elementary Education: 1 hour, 30 minutes per
subtest

+ Essential Academic Skills (Reading and
Mathematics): 1 hour

+ Essential Academic Skills (Writing): 1 hour, 15
minutes

» Chemistry, Mathematics, Middle Grades
Mathematics, and Physics: 3 hours, 45 minutes

o Al other tests 3 hours

National benchmark WIth optlonai state Eevel
benchmark
Wlthln 2to4 eeks of tes ing

“No-fee onlmestudygwde(avaslable I NES Proﬂle

online and as printable PDF)

Framework/objectives ' In NES Profile

Sample items In NES Profile

Interactive online practice test $17.50-$29.95 (available for most tests)

Copyright © 2012 Pearson Education, Inc. or its affliate(s). All rights reserved.
Evaluation Systems, Pearson, P.O. Box 226, Amherst, MA 01004

NES, the NES logo, and Nationa! Evalustion Series are trademarks, in the U.S. andfor other countries,
of Fearson Education, Inc. or its affiliate(s).
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